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Upcoming Professional Development 

Opportunities
Using the Standards Aligned System to Ensure 21st Century 
Teaching and Learning December 7-10, 2009 Hershey Lodge 

and Convention Center
SAS Ed Portal will be unveiled and participants will have the 

opportunity to engage in interactive sessions both by job role and content 
area.
 Three member teams from each district consisting of:  K-12 Ad-
ministrators and/or Curriculum Directors, Instructional Coaches and 
Teachers

http://www.pde.state.pa.us/pde_internet/redirector.asp?
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dHhfTVg

yQjhvWS16aGVUeV9VYm1XS1E6MA 

Application template and checklist (MS Word) 
http://www.teaching.state.pa.us/teaching/lib/teaching/Application_click_he

re.doc
For further information and questions contact:  Becky McHugh 

,bmchugh@state.pa.us

 Heinz History Center offers ‘Live and Learn 
Weekends’

Fri., Nov. 13 • Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. • Sat., Nov. 14
Time: 10:00 a.m. - Noon

Join the Senator John Heinz History Center for the next Quest for Free-
dom Live & Learn Weekend and rediscover the  stories that linked all Americans 
to the state of independence. 

The weekend programs highlight various issues faced in Pennsylvania 
during the historic Underground Railroad and Civil War era and feature special 
Guests from the Past, songs, and presentations. 

Refreshments are served on both days and a FREE copy of the fea-
tured book will be given to the first 50 registrations! 

Featured book: My Confederate Kinfolk: a 21st-century 
Freedwoman Discovers Her Roots by Thulani Davis (2007)

For more information, please contact Terri Blanchette at 412-454-6411 or 
tsblanchette@hswp.org.



Soldiers & Sailors Hall
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum 

houses a vast collection of primary and secondary military 
artifacts and documents. It is their mission to promote the 
use of these educational items and create an understanding 
for all groups who visit the museum. They provide a rich 
learning experience for all people by exploring the deeds 
and sacrifices of ordinary citizens during extraordinary 
circumstances. 
The Education Dept. 412.621.4253 Tim Neff x 219
http://www.soldiersandsailorshall.org/education.html

The Point  Vol. 2 No. 6           Nov. 2009__________              Page 2

Welcome Home Veterans 
Employment Expo

Thursday, November 12, 2009 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm

       ¥ Employment Opportunities Free Food
       ¥ VAHealthcare and Benefits
       ¥ Information, Services and On Site Enrollment

ALL VETERANS AND SERVICE MEMBERS ARE 
INVITED TO ATTEND

For more information please call (412) 395-6022, 
(412) 954-5468, or e-mail: juanita.chapman@va.gov
Hosted by: The VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, VA 
Pittsburgh Regional Office, Small Business 
Administration, Department of Labor, Soldiers & Sailors 
Memorial Hall and the Army Wounded Warrior Program.

How does one go about getting access to primary source documents that would provide 
material for class use? Several sources as well as materials to facilitate analysis are available on the 
internet.  National Archives Document Analysis Sheets provide a great introduction to the use of 
primary sources and are available at http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
The Library of Congress has a lesson on analysis of documents that helps students evaluate 
reliability and credibility of documents with two very important rulesÐ-the Time and Place Rule 
and the Bias Rule. http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/psources/analyze.html. 
Library of Congress also has an updated teacher site http://loc.gov/teachers/
 A more generic analysis guide,  APPARTS, can be found at 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap07_ushist_apparts_wksht.pdf. Using a 
primary source analysis is a good preparation for a class discussion because students will have 
written comments to support their position.

Isolated primary source documents are only a beginning. A dbq [document based 
question] provides a set of related sources that require finding connections and then drawing 
conclusions. Example of dbqs can be found at http://www.edteck.com/dbq/testing/dbq.htm  and 
also  http://www.upstatehistory.org/services/DHP/DBQ.html

Wineburg and Martin from Stanford University focus on critical reading of primary 
sources. http://historicalthinkingmatters .org/

Using Primary Sources


